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WHY ROMANS? 
 
Written around the year 57 in the Christian Era, the author of this remarkable 
epistle is in no doubt Paul himself. Having experienced a dramatic conversion 
on the road to Damascus some twenty years beforehand Paul writes, most 
likely from Corinth, to small Christian communities in the city of Rome who 
began due to the witness of Jewish Christians converted at Pentecost (Acts 
2:10-11). 
 
This letter has had a monumental impact, not only in Paul’s time, but on 
people over the centuries. It has changed lives and led to reformation and 
renewal in the church. 
 
One of those was Augustine who became a great teacher in the early church. 
Then in the early sixteenth century Martin Luther, a teacher serving in 
Wittenberg, Germany, had his eyes opened upon reading Romans. Luther 
went on to spark a renewal in the church that led to the Protestant 
Reformation. 
  
In 1738 an Anglican priest by the name of John Wesley attended a meeting in 
Aldersgate, London when he heard someone read the introduction to Martin 
Luther’s commentary on Romans. The effect it had on Wesley was such that 
he cried out: “I felt I did trust Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an 
assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved 
me from the law of sin and death.” Wesley went on to lead a momentous 
renewal in Britain that touched the lives of thousands as the movement called 
Methodism was formed.  
 
Thirty years after Wesley’s “Aldersgate” experience, William Cowper, a poet 
suffering serious depression picked up a Bible lying on bench in the garden of 
an institution where he was confined. Cowper read a passage from Romans 
and his life changed. He went on to become one of the greatest hymn writers. 
 
Then last century, after the ravages of World War One, a Swiss pastor by the 
name of Karl Barth, rocked the establishment. Reeling from the horrors of war 
and failure of Western Christian society, Barth produced an interpretation of 
Romans that focussed on the pre-eminence of a God at work reconciling sinful 
humanity to himself though Jesus Christ. Barth went on to become one of the 
most influential teachers and theologians of the twentieth century.  
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So, you see, Paul’s Letter to the Romans comes with quite a reputation. For 
many, the study of Romans has been critical to faith. But these days, within 
Uniting Church circles, I do not hear a great deal from this magnificent, life-
changing epistle. 
 
I would suggest this is because many Christians appear to take a dogmatic 
approach to Romans, approaching it as a systematic set of doctrines that have 
to be accepted and believed. As a Uniting Church we like to see ourselves as 
avoiding dogma and skipping over debates around doctrine to get to the heart 
of the Gospel which is love.  
 
But we risk losing so much if we avoid Romans. Moreover, I believe it’s 
important that we study Romans, not within the framework of doctrine or 
dogma, but with an openness to what I believe is Paul’s great affirmation of 
life and of what God does in people’s lives. By this I mean, in his letter to the 
Romans, Paul bears witness to God’s commitment to reconciling humanity, to 
renewing lives and bringing about a new creation of justice, peace and love.  
 
Over the next three weeks there will be three studies presented from Romans 
Chapter 8. The first is entitled: “Life in the Spirit”, the second: “Future Glory” 
and the third: “God’s Love in Jesus Christ”.  Please take some time to explore 
this important book of the Bible.  
 
I pray these writings of Paul will move you and open your eyes even further to 
the real hope we all have in Jesus Christ.  
 

 



(3) 

 
SOME BACKGROUND NOTES TO ROMANS 
 
I sometimes feel Paul is misunderstood and even scorned because we read him 
out of context. By this I mean we need to understand a little about the world 
in which Paul lived.  
 
Paul’s world was influenced by what we call Neoplatonism. This is an 
interpretation of life based on the works of the Greek philosopher, Plato. Here 
the world was divided into two conflicting realities, the material and the 
spiritual.  
 
The material world was transitory. It was the realm of evil. The spiritual world 
was good and perfect. It was the realm of God. Paul appears to speak in terms 
of these two opposing realities. But we need to be careful that we don’t 
misinterpret Paul by suggesting we must flee the material to embrace the 
spiritual. This kind of thinking did develop and it became one of the early 
heresies in the Christian church called Gnosticism.  
 
Paul actually talks about the redemption and the renewal of the whole 
creation. As human beings we embrace the physical and the spiritual. Nothing 
is beyond the love and grace of God! 
 
Secondly, Paul’s world was influenced by a kind of Stoicism. Here one 
depended on nothing more than one’s ability to control one’s own life. This 
called for an utter detachment from higher things and total reliance on self. 
 
Thirdly, Paul was heavily influenced by his own background as a Jew. This 
involved the covenant and the law that accompanied it. This was given by God 
to Moses on Mt Sinai many thousands of years beforehand.  
 
Finally, Paul was driven by a belief among Jews that God has a purpose for 
Israel. But Paul took this further to embrace a universal focus involving all 
people, Jew and Gentile. God’s purpose is revealed in Jesus Christ and is 
subject to further revelation in a future final judgement and the renewal of 
the whole creation.   
 
One further point. I believe Paul’s Letter to the Romans is designed to be read 
out and listened to corporately rather than to be read silently by individuals.  
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The advent of widespread literacy and the availability of printed texts since 
the period of the Reformation means our approach to scripture is, these days, 
highly literate, individualistic and passive. But in ancient times “reading” was 
a bold, upfront experience of ‘hearing’ the text.     
 
Hence, Paul’s letters were most likely read out aloud. In a sense they were 
‘performed’ to an ‘audience’ and may have been subject certain protagonists 
who, either in jest or in a more serious vein, challenged what was being said 
or at least offered comments.   
 
Paul was a great orator and his writings, especially Romans, present him as 
engaged in the kind of dynamic discourse that is persuasive, argumentative 
and aimed at convincing an opponent. 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDIES 
 

Our studies will focus on the eighth chapter of Romans. Often referred to as 
“The Greatest Chapter in the Bible”, Romans 8 speaks about the human 
condition. It passionately shows us a way forward as it declares we are all 
loved to the point that Jesus receives us as his very own. This takes place in a 
future that is nothing short of one where we inherit the glory of God.  
 

Now, these are pretty astonishing claims. Beginning next week, we will work 
through the eighth chapter of Romans and reflect on these amazing teachings.  
 

We will use the opportunity to think about what this means for each one of us 
today in our vulnerability, in our anxiety and our yearning to be the people 
God creates us to be. 

 
STUDY ONE: “Life in the Spirit:” (Romans 8:1-17) - 
Next Week 31st May 
	

This study begins with the text: “There is therefore now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus”. This is such an amazing declaration. Paul, in his 
manner that is forthright and very much to the point, says no matter who we 
are or what we have done, no matter what situation we face or how we feel, 
we are set free by Jesus. We are set free to live and to be the people God 
intends us to be.  
	

Paul then goes on to speak in terms of “flesh” and “spirit”. Here Paul is not 
encouraging us to adopt a view where earthly things must be shunned while 
the spiritual realm must become our sole priority. Rather Paul talks about how 
we are to live our lives right now as God’s people. This is a life not focussed on 
self but on God. 
 

Paul then declares it is the Spirit of Christ who gives us true life. This Spirit is, 
amazingly, the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead. This Spirit, 
therefore, makes us children of God and joint heirs with Christ. 
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STUDY TWO: “Future Glory” (Romans 8:18-30) - 7th June 
 

Verse 18 begins what must be one of the most magnificent writings in the New 
Testament. Paul’s rich, poetic language presents us with a glimpse of a world 
longing to be restored and renewed. Words of immense hope are proclaimed 
as the Spirit joins with us in our quest for hope.  
 

This passage concludes with that incredibly affirming statement: “We know 
that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose.”  
 

Here Paul declares that each and every one of us are predestined to be with 
Christ and to be in Christ. It’s a most incredible declaration! 
 

 
STUDY THREE: “God’s Love in Christ Jesus”  
(Romans 8:31-39) - 14th June 
 

I can’t even begin to reflect on this passage without including the full text here. 
The words speak for themselves. They are meant to be read aloud and be 
proclaimed from the rooftops! In this study we will reflect more on what this 
astounding message has to say to us today.  
 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he 
not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against 
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who 
died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  
 

As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are 
accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 
 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Please join me next week as explore Romans 8. 



(7) 

PRAYER 
 

Life-giving	God,	
we	gather	in	your	presence	
to	offer	you	thanksgiving	and	praise	
for	all	that	you	have	done	for	us.	
	

Through	the	life,	death	and	resurrection	of	your	Son,	
Jesus	Christ,	
we	have	been	set	free—	
free	from	the	power	of	sin	that	leads	to	death,	
free	to	follow	the	leading	of	Your	Holy	Spirit,	
free	to	love	You	with	all	our	heart	and	soul	and	strength,	
free	to	worship!	
	

May	your	Holy	Spirit	inspire	our	praise	and	our	prayers.	
Open	our	hearts	and	minds	
to	your	presence	among	us	and	within	us,	
and	to	the	Word	you	have	for	us	today.	
	

To	you	alone,	life-giving	God,	
belongs	all	praise	and	honour	and	glory	and	blessing,	
now	and	to	the	end	of	time.	
Amen.																																																				(https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search?q=romans+8)	
	

	
	
	


